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iit? prot phestpsttt KENNEDY’ * 
TO SECRETARY GINERAL Ὁ THANT 
IN REPLY TO HIS LETTER OF OCTOBER 26, 1962 


a, 


I have your further message of today and I continue 
to unuerstand and welcome your efforts for a satisfactory 
solution. I appreciate and share your concern that great 
caution be exercised pending the. inauguration of discussions. 


If the Soviet Government accepts and abides by your 
request “that Soviet ships aiready on their way to Cuba... 
stay away from the interception area" for the limited time 
required for preliminary discussion, you may be assured 
that this Government will accept and abide by your request 
that our vessels in the Caribbean “do everything possible 
to avoid direct confrontation with Soviet ships in the next 
few days in order to minimize the risk of any untoward 
incident." I must inform you, however, that this 18 a 
matter of great urgency in view of the fact that certain 
Soviet ships are still proceeding toward Cuba and the 
interception area. 


I share your hope that Chairman Khrushchev will also 
heed your appeal and that we can then proceed urgently to 
meet the requirements that these offensive military systems 
in Cuba be withdrawn, in order to end their threat Ὁ peace. 
I must point out to you that present work on these systems 
is still continuing. 
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ANNOTATED COPY FOLLOWS 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO Ὁ THANT 


I have your further message of today and I continue co uncer- 
stand and welcome your <fforts for a satiefaciery solution. J 
appreciate and share your concera that gr:at caution be exercized 


pending the fnauguration of discussions. 


΄ 


If the Soviet Government accepts and eiides br your request 


“that Soviet ships already on their we; to Cuba ... Stzy eway ἔτο.-- 


the interception area“ for the limited time required ice preliminary 
discussions, you may bo assured tat this Goveznméat will accept 
and abide by your request that our vessels ἐς the Caribbean "do 
overything possible to avoid dire ct confrontation with Sovict ships 
in the next few days {nm order to minimize the risk of any ustoward 
inc.jent."* Ixypust infor=m you, Lowever, that this is a matter cf 
great urgency in view cf the fact taet certain Soviet ship: ice siil 


proceediag toward Cul: and the interceztion area. 


I share your hope tint Chairmen Khrushchev also wiil hzed your 


appeal and that we can then pecceed urgently to meet the requirement 


that these offensive militery Systems in Cubs be withcrawna, ic crder 


to end their thiteds td μοΐτοξ fy toute dofat Guf'oigs that a: 
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